
382 

32 CFR Ch. V (7–1–08 Edition) § 578.7 

TABLE 2—Continued 
Delegation of Award Approval—Wartime Criteria 

The primary purpose of this table is to outline the various awards and decorations approval authorities for use during the imme-
diate stages of Army combat operations. Once delegated, this authority is reviewed every 30, 60, or 90 days during combat 
operations to determine if further delegation is expedient and justified. Wartime delegation is withdrawn from approval authori-
ties upon redeployment of the unit. This table is not absolute and is subject to change as necessary by the Secretary of the 
Army. Award approval levels outlined in Table 3 are applicable to Table 2. 

Awards Approval authority May further delegate Awarded to 

BSM, AM, ARCOM .................. Senior Army Commander and 
commanders of a separate 
force serving in the rank of 
LTG (see note 1).

MG and BG (serving in MG 
positions) commanders of 
separate units, may award 
the BSM, AM and ARCOM 
(see note 2).

U.S. Army personnel and 
members of the armed 
forces of friendly foreign 
nations in the ranks com-
parable to the grade of 0–6 
(COL) and below, provided 
concurrence is obtained 
from that Service or foreign 
government. 

PH ............................................ CG of any separate unit and 
Hospital commanders re-
ceiving casualties.

To any field grade com-
mander who has orders 
issuing authority.

Member of the Army and 
member of other Services 
provided concurrence is ob-
tained from that Service. 

PUC, VUA, MUC ..................... As provided in § 578–57; 
§ 578–58 and § 578–59.

Not further delegated ............. U.S. units and foreign allied 
units (see § 578–57; § 578– 
58; and § 578–59. 

Campaign Participation Credit Senior Army Commander 
serving in the rank of LTG 
or higher.

Not further delegated ............. Only to eligible U.S. Army 
units and RC units called to 
active duty. 

Assault landing Credit ............. Senior Army Commander 
serving in the rank of LTG 
or higher.

Not further delegated ............. Only to eligible U.S. Army 
units and RC units called to 
Active duty. (DA General 
Orders Issued) 

Combat Badges ....................... Commanding General of any 
separate unit.

To any field grade com-
mander who has orders 
issuing authority.

See § 578.69, § 578.70, 
§ 578.71, § 578.72, § 578– 
74, § 578–79, § 578–84 and 
§ 578–99 for specific 
elgibility requirements for 
combat requirements for 
combat badges. See also 
Table 9 on who may be 
awarded these badges. 

Notes: 
1. The senior Army commander (SAC) upon arrival in the theater of operations, or as soon thereafter as practical, will submit a 

request to CFR, USA HRC (see § 578.3(c)), requesting this delegation be activated. 
2. Authority to approve award of the ARCOM under wartime criteria may be delegated to Colonel level commanders. 

§ 578.7 Peacetime criteria. 

Peacetime criteria, by whom award-
ed. Awards for peacetime service are 
made by the President, the Secretary 

of Defense, and the Secretary of the 
Army. When peacetime criteria apply, 
authority to award decorations is auto-
matically delegated as shown in Table 
3 below. 

TABLE 3 

Delegation of award approving authority-peacetime criteria 

Commanders and principal 
HQDA agency officials May award To 

Chief of Staff, U.S. Army ......... DSM and all less decorations All U.S. Army personnel and personnel of other Services (see 
note 2). 

General ..................................... LM, MSM, ARCOM, and AAM 1. U.S. Army personnel. 
2. U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force Personnel below 

brigadier general attached to their organizations (see note 
2). 

Lieutenant General ................... LM ........................................... 1. U.S. Army personnel upon retirement or for posthumous 
awards only (except general grade officers). 

MSM, ARCOM, and AAM ....... 2. U.S. Army personnel assigned and attached for duty to 
their command or agency. 

3. U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force Personnel below 
brigadier general attached to their organizations (see note 
2). 
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TABLE 3—Continued 

Delegation of award approving authority-peacetime criteria 

Commanders and principal 
HQDA agency officials May award To 

Major General .......................... LM (see note 1) ....................... 1. U.S. Army personnel assigned and attached for duty to 
their command or agency. 

MSM, ARCOM, and AAM ....... 2. U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force Personnel below 
brigadier general attached to their organizations (see note 
2). 

Brigadier General ..................... MSM, ARCOM, and AAM ....... 1. U.S. Army personnel assigned and attached for duty to 
their command or agency. 

2. U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force Personnel below 
brigadier general attached to their organizations (see note 
2). 

Colonel ..................................... ARCOM, AAM ......................... 1. U.S. Army personnel assigned and attached for duty to 
their command or agency. 

2. U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force Personnel below 
brigadier general attached to their organizations (see note 
2). 

Lieutenant Colonel ................... AAM ......................................... 1. U.S. Army personnel assigned and attached for duty to 
their command. 

2. U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force Personnel below 
brigadier general attached to their organizations (see note 
2). 

TABLE 3—Continued 

Delegation of award approving authority-peacetime criteria 

Project Managers Program 
Managers, Product Managers, 
and Program Executive Offi-

cers 

May award To 

Major Generals and civilian 
equivalent Senior Executive 
Service (SES).

MSM, ARCOM and AAM ........ Service members assigned to their projects (see note 2). 

Brigadier Generals and civilian 
equivalent SES.

MSM, ARCOM and AAM ........ Service members assigned to their projects (see note 2). 

Colonels and civilian equivalent 
General Schedule (GS) 15.

ARCOM and AAM ................... Service members assigned to their projects (see note 2). 

Lieutenant Colonels ................. AAM ......................................... Service members assigned to their projects (see note 2). 

Notes: 
1. Major Army commanders and officials of principal HQDA agencies in the grade of Major General have authority to approve 

awards of the Legion of Merit, to retiring and deceased persons, other than general officers, assigned to their commands or 
agencies. 

2. See paragraph 1–36, AR 600–8–22 for instructions on awarding Army decorations to members of the other U.S. Services. 

§ 578.8 General rules. 
(a) Awards for civilian service. Awards 

for DA civilians are governed by Army 
Regulation (AR) 672–20, Incentive 
Awards. AR 672–20 provides imple-
menting instructions for incentive 
awards, honorary awards and devices, 
awards from nonfederal organizations, 
and medals for public service. 

(b) Posthumous awards. Awards may 
be made following the death of the per-
son being honored in the same manner 
as they are made for a living person ex-
cept that the orders and citation will 
indicate that the award is being made 
posthumously. The engraved medal and 
certificate will not contain the word 
posthumous. Orders announcing the 

award, together with the certificate, 
medal, citation and related documents 
will be forwarded to the appropriate 
commander for presentation. Eligible 
classes of next of kin are listed in the 
order of their precedence in § 578.2 (gg). 

(c) Interim awards and awards of a 
lesser decoration. (1) To ensure that a 
deserving act, achievement, or service 
receives recognition, the appropriate 
authority may promptly award a suit-
able lesser military decoration pending 
final action on a recommendation for a 
higher award, except for retiring U.S. 
Army general officers. When a higher 
award is approved, the approving au-
thority will revoke the interim award 
in the same orders published for the 
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